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THE FRIENDSOF THE ROYAL HAWAIIAN BAND IS AN ORGANIZATION
~ C)-~

THAT WAS FORMED TO BE A PART OF PRESERVINGTHE MUSICAL

HISTORYOF THE ROYAL HAWAIIAN BAND. THIS ORGANIZATION IS

ALSO DEDICATED TO MAINTAINING THE BAND’S UNIQUETRADITION AS

HAWAI’FS OFFICIAL MUSICAL REPRESENTATIVEAND ENSURINGTHAT

THE BAND’S RICH HAWAIIAN SOUNDWILL CONTINUE TO BE ENJOYED

THOUGHOUT HAWAI’I AND THE WORLD BY GENERATIONSTO COME. WE

ARE AN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF APPROXIMATELY 200

MEMBERS.

THE ROYAL HAWAIIAN BAND WAS FOUNDED IN 1836BY KING

KAMEHAMEHA III, THROUGHTHE GUIDANCE OF TWO GREATHAWAIIAN

LEADERS MAYOR JOSEPHFERNWHO WAS AN ELECTEDOFFICIAL BY

THE PEOPLEAND PRINCEJONHAKUHIO KALANIANA~OLEPI’IKOI,

THE ROYAL HAWAIIAN BAND BECAME PARTOF THE CITY AND COUNTY

OF HONOLULU RIGHT FROM THE TIME OF THE CITY’S INCORPORATION

THUS BECOMINGA MUNICIPAL BAND. IT BECAME A PART OF THE CITY’S

CHARTER.

THE ROYAL HAWAIIAN BAND IS ONE OF THE LAST LIVING LINKS TO

HAWAFIS MONARCHY.
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WHAT THE ROYAL HAWAIIAN BAND BRINGS TO THE CITY AND COUNTY

OF HONOLULU MAY NOTALWAYS BE SO OBVIOUS IN DOLLARS AND

CENTSBUT IN FACT IT HAS AN ENORMOUSIMPACT ON OUROVERALL

QUALITY OF LIFE, ESPECIALLYCOMPAREDTO THE INSIGNIFICANT

PERCENTAGEOF THE TOTAL CITY BUDGET IT CONSUMES

(WHICH IS ABOUT 1%).

NO ONEELSEREPRESENTSTHE CITY LIKE THE ROYAL HAWAIIAN BAND.

NO ONEELSEREPRESENTSOUR UNIQUE CULTURAL LEGACY IN QUITETHE

SAME WAY AS WELL.

THEREARE SOME WHO ARGUE THAT NO OTHERMAJORMETROPOLITAN

AREA IN THE UNITED STATESFUNDS A CITY BAND ANYMORE, BUT PLEASE

BEAR IN MIND THAT NO OTHERCITY IN THE UNITED STATES WAS

FORMERLY THE CAPITOL OF AN INDEPENDENTKINDOM EITHER.

HONOLULU’S UNIQUE CULTURAL HERITAGE BEQUEATHSTHE CITY A

UNIQUE HISTORIC AND CULTURAL LEGACY AS WELL AS AN ONGOING

RESPONSIBILITYTO PRESERVEIT. WE WOULD BE PENNYWISE AND

DOLLAR FOOLISHTO ELIMINATE A BAND ESTABLISHEDBY KING

KAMEHAMEHA III, A BAND THAT PROUDLYREPRESENTSTHE CITY IN

MORE THEN THREE HUNDREDFREEPUBLIC EVENTSEVERY YEAR, FOR

A MONETARY SAVINGS OF A MERE ONEPERCENT. THE IDEA COMPARES

TO A PROPOSALONCEFLOATED BY PUBLIC FIGURESTO DEMOLISH THE

IOLANI PALACE AND REPLACEIT WITH A PARKING LOT. YOU MAY ALSO



RECALL THAT AT ONETIME THEREWAS DICUSSIONOF DEMOLISHING

ALL IOLANI HALE.

CONSIDERWHAT WOULD HAVE HAPPENEDTO THE CULTURAL LIFE OF

HONOLULU IF THESETHINGSHAD BEEN ALLOWED TO HAPPEN

IF THE BAND WERE TO BE ELIMINATED, THE COSTTO OURUNIQUEROYAL

HISTORY,TOOURUNIQUE IMAGE IN THE WORLD AND TO OUR UNIQUE

MUSICAL TRADITIONS WOULD BE FAR HIGHERTHAN THE SMALL SAVINGS

THAT WOULD BE REALIZED.

WHEN THE STATEFIRSTCONSIDERDABOLISHING THE STATE

FOUNDATION CULTUREAND THE ARTS IT WISELY RECONSIDERED

BECAUSEIT REALIZED THE LOSS(CULTURALLY AND FINANCIALLY)

WOULD BE FAR GREATERTHAN THE ACTUAL SAVINGS.

BY THE SAME TOKEN, THE ROYAL HAWAIIAN BAND IS NOTREALLY THE

NEEDLESSLUXURY SOME PEOPLEMAY THINK IT IS. BESIDES

ESTABLISHINGAN UNBROKENLINK TO IMPORTANT HISTORY,FORLOCAL

PEOPLEAND VISITORS ALIKE, THE BAND EXPRESSESALOHA ~AINA (I.E.

PRIDEOF PLACE). THIS HELPSCONNECTTHE GENERATIONS. IN TURN

THIS HELPSIMPROVE CIVIC PRIDEAND IN A ROUND-ABOUT WAY CAN

HELP IMPROVEEDUCATIONAL ACHIEVMENT. IT CAN EVEN LOWER CRIME

RATES BY GETTINGYOUNG PEOPLEMORECONNECTEDTO THEIR

LOCALITY, THEIR FAMILIES AND THE ARTS LIKE THEY ARE PRESENTLY

DOING AS THEY HAVE BEEN WORKING SUCCESSFULLYWITH E MELE

KAKOU PROGRAMRUN BY THE HAWAI’I YOUTH OPERACHORUSUNDER



THE DIRECTONOF NOLA NAHULU.

THE FRIENDS OF THE ROYAL HAWAIIAN BAND URGESYOU TO

RECONSIDERCUTTING THE BUDGET OF THE ROYAL HAWAIIAN BAND.

WE HOPETHAT AFTER YOU HAD A CHANCETO READ THE HISTORYOF

THE BAND AS PRINTEDIN THE KA WAI OLA, THE OFFICEOF HAWAII

AFFAIRS NEWSPAPERMARCH ISSUETHAT WAS DELIVERED TO EACH OF

YOUROFFICESLAST WEEK, IT WOULD GIVE YOU A BETTERUNDER-

STANDING OF WHY IT IS NECESSARYTO KEEP THE ROYAL HAWAIIAN

BAND IN THE CITY BUDGET.

I THANK YOU FORTHE OPPORTUNITYTO TESTIFY BEFOREYOU THIS

MORNING.

ANTOINETTE L. LEE
PRESIDENT
FRIENDSOF THE ROYAL HAWAIIAN BAND


